
 
 

 

ALEXANDER THE GREAT DBQ 
 

HOMEWORK DUE _____________________________________ 
 

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE "GREAT"? 
 

Directions: Below is a list of seven personal traits or characteristics.                
 Next to each trait, write the name of a person who has that 
 trait  and has used it to achieve greatness. The person may be a 
 historical figure, someone famous who is alive today, or even  
 friends and family that you  associate with those  
 characteristics.  

1. courage  _______________________________  

2. intelligence _______________________________  

3. creativity  _______________________________ 

4. leadership  _______________________________ 

5. empathy  _______________________________ 

CLOSE READING: WAS ALEXANDER THE GREAT REALLY GREAT? 
 

Alexander the Great, a great conqueror, in 13 short years he amassed the largest empire in the entire ancient world — an empire 
that covered 3,000 miles. And he did this without the benefit of modern technology and weaponry. In his day, troop movements 
were primarily on foot, and communications were face to face. Not bad for a kid who became the King of Macedon at the age of 
20. 
 

Many of Alexander's accomplishments were made possible by his father, Philip of Macedon. Macedon, which existed roughly 
where the modern country of Macedonia lies today, was a kingdom located that lay geographically north of the Greek city-states.  
In 338 B.C.E., King Philip of Macedon invaded and conquered the Greek city-states. Philip took advantage of the fact that the 
Greek city-states were divided by years of squabbling and infighting. Philip succeeded in doing what years of fighting between 
city-states had not done. He united Greece.  
 

Philip's next goal was to defeat Greece's age-old enemy to the east: Persia. For years, the massive Persian Empire threatened the 
very existence of the Greek way of life. But before he was able to pursue his second goal, Philip was assassinated. 
 

When his son, Alexander, took the throne in 336 B.C.E., he vowed to complete the plans of his father. In 334 B.C.E., Alexander 
invaded Persia, which lay across the Aegean Sea in Asia Minor (modern-day Turkey).  After three grueling years of warfare and 
three decisive battles, Alexander smashed the Persian armies at the Tigris River and conquered the mighty Persian Empire, 
including the legendary city of Babylon. For many Greeks, this victory marked a moment of sweet revenge against a bitter foe. 
 

At this point, at the age of 25, Alexander ruled an expansive empire. Nevertheless, his ambitions were not satisfied. While fighting 
the Persians, Alexander conquered Egypt and founded a city at the mouth of the Nile River. This city, which he named 
Alexandria after himself, became a cosmopolitan, diverse, bustling center of trade, the arts, and ideas. 
 
But Alexander was not done. He continued his campaign, driving farther east, until he reached India and the Indus River in 326 
B.C.E. At this point, his exhausted troops refused to fight further. Without the support of his army, Alexander had no choice but 
to turn back and begin consolidating and organizing his far-flung empire. On his way home, Alexander died from disease in 323 
B.C.E. 
 

Alexander the Great's legacy is both far-reaching and profound. First, his father was able to unite the Greek city-states, and 
Alexander destroyed the Persian Empire forever. More importantly, Alexander's conquests spread Greek culture, also known as 
Hellenism, across his empire. 
 

In fact, Alexander's reign marked the beginning of a new era known as the Hellenistic Age because of the powerful influence that 
Greek culture had on other people. Without Alexander's ambition, Greek ideas and culture might well have remained confined to 
Greece. 
 

Many historians see Alexander the Great in a different light. Although Alexander was both intelligent and handsome, he also had 
a darker side. He possessed a ferocious temper and from time to time would arbitrarily murder close advisors and even friends. 
Also, toward the end of his many campaigns, he senselessly slaughtered thousands whose only crime was being in his way. 
 

Name _________________________________________________ 
            

 

Though he was an 
unquestionably skilled and 
highly respected military 
leader, Alexander the Great 
was feared by those around 
him for his paranoia and 
dangerous temper. 
 



 
DOCUMENT A 

 
 
 

Analysis 
 

1. How many times does the city name "Alexandria" appear 
on the map?  

 
 
 
2. What conclusions can you draw from this? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

So is this evidence that he is Great or Not 
Great? Explain. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DOCUMENT B 
 

 
 

Analysis 
 

1. Explain how Alexander's army was able to cross the 
Hydaspes before Porus was able to react.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. How was Alexander able to turn Porus's elephants into a 

kind of weapon?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

So, is this evidence that he is Great or Not 
Great? Explain. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DOCUMENT C 
 

 
 
 

Analysis 
 

1. How might you explain Alexander's decision not to kill 
anyone who took sanctuary in the temple? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
2. What can you interpret from Alexander’s decision to 

crucify 2,000 military aged men?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. What would be a military reason for the severe treatment 

of Tyrian survivors? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

So, is this evidence that he is Great or Not 
Great? Explain. 

 

 



 
DOCUMENT D 

 

 
 

Analysis 
 

1. Why did Alexander pour the water on the ground? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

So, is this evidence that he is Great or Not 
Great? Explain. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 
DOCUMENT E 

 
 
 

Analysis 
 

1. What conclusions can you draw from the numbers on this 
chart (use at least one piece of data in your answer)?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

So, is this evidence that he is Great or Not 
Great? Explain. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 



 
 

LEARNING TARGET: I can extract evidence from primary and secondary source documents and use that 
evidence to support a claim about the reputation of Alexander the Great. 
 
Pick a position:  
After reading the documents I have come to the conclusion that (circle one) 
 

Alexander was great           Alexander was NOT great 
 

My plan:  
Documents I will use to support my claim:  
 

• Doc _________ Useful evidence from this document: _______________      
__________________________________________________________ 

• Doc _________ Useful evidence from this document: 
__________________________________________________________ 

• Doc _________ Useful evidence from this document: 
__________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 

-----------Now turn your position and evidence into a claim------------- 
 

My Claim: 

________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________ 

o My claim is a complete sentence (no “it” or “he/she” or “they”) 
o My claim takes a position: It is clear to the reader that I have come to a conclusion about the 

topic and the rest of my essay would be the explanation of that conclusion  
o My claim explains my position/opinion in an academic argument with 3 clear key points 
o My claim is arguable it can be backed up with evidence, quotations, argumentation, expert 

opinion, statistics, and telling details from the sources I have to work with (even though I 
won’t use that evidence right now) 

 
 

 
Grade breakdown: Your score has been circled and multiplied by 5 

0 1 2 3 4 
Incomplete. Please 
finish and submit as 
soon as possible 
 
 

Student has not successfully extracted 
evidence from documents, chosen 
effective quotes to strengthen their 
writing, or identified the main idea of 
those documents or used them to 
support their claim. Errors in logic and 
conclusions are present. Student can 
redo for additional practice and points. 

Student shows the ability to extract 
evidence from documents by 
answering the questions, but has not 
successfully determined the main 
idea for each document, or cited 
specific evidence to strengthen their 
writing. Can redo for additional 
practice and points. 

You mostly have it! Writing 
shows that student has the 
ability to extract evidence from 
documents, cite specific 
evidence, use evidence to 
support their claim and 
determine main ideas.  

 

 

 


